
Maputo, 25 de Maio de 2021

UNDERSTANDING CONFLIT IN CABO  

DELGADO

João Feijó

www.omrmz.org



1) COMPLEX CAUSES OF THE CONFLICT



Internal axes of contradiction

ETHNIC
(Mwanis/macuas vs Makondes; Islamics vs Christians / 

Mozambicans vs Foreigners)

• International 
energy 
interests?

• Islamic state?
• International 

trafficking 
networks?

• Industry 
security?

External
Elements:

• Break with natural resource 
exploitation networks

• High frustrated expectations
• Control of social participation 

channels



2) THE CONFLICT AND ITS CONSEQUENCES



Area of uncertainty IDPs distribution



Vicious cycle of violence

Poverty, 
unemployment, 
inequality and 
social injustice

Violence, 
destruction and 
displacements

Recruitment
for violent
groups

Mistrust and violence 
of the DSF; Injustices in 
resettlement centers



3) How to interrupt the cycle of violence?

SHORT TERM
• Regional strong alliances and international support,
• Strengthening of intelligence services
• Promotion of amnesties, accompanied by the creation of integration centers for 

deserters – involvement of traditional leaders
• Strengthening and expanding access to justice
• Expanding the possibilities for citizen participation

LONG TERM:
• Socioeconomic development of the region: 
a) Health, education, business support;
b) emphasis on small family farmers; livestock farmers; fishermen; small industrial 
transformation; services, etc.
(…)
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